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BusinessDlen
 
in leasing row
 
Four mid-Somerset flat­
owners last week took a 
row about property 
charges to a Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal in a 
case involving two leading 
local businessmen. 

The hearing followed an in­
spection of the properties, 
which are among a group of26 
flats and a house at St Peter's 
Terrace and St Paul's Mews in 
the centre ofShepton Mallet by 
the Academy. 

The leasehold residents' 
landlord is the company West­
lea Holdings Ltd of estate 
agent Simon Heal, which has a 
lease on the flats from Coxley 
Developments Ltd of property 
developer and Academy owner 
Kevin Newton. 

The tribunal at Wells Town 
Hall was told of disputed bills 
going back to 2003 worth thou­
sands of pounds. The 
three-hour hearing referred to 
more than 500 pages of doc­
uments generated by the row. 

Detailed arguments were 

Agreement included (unfair arrangement'
 
, 

The legal case mentioned during the Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal took place at Trowbridge 
County Court more than a year ago. 

It involved a claim for thousands ofpounds by 
Kevin Newton's Coxley Developments against 
Simon Heal's Westlea Holdings. 

Papers issued by the court show that Mr 
Newton's company claimed that Mr Heal's fIrm 
owed service charges, insurance and interest 
related to the flats and house at St Peter's 
Terrace and St Paul's Mews in Shepton Mallet. 
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presented about the scale of 
service charges, the level and 
coverage of insurance, electri­
city costs, caretaking, window 
cleaning, management fees 
and a sinking flind for repairs 
and maintenance. 

Among the issues raised 
was the residents' complaint 
that they had been asked to pay 
electricity bills based on es­
timates because the meters 
were in locked cupboards and 
had not been read in years. 

The tribunal was told that 
the £3,000 sinkingfund paid for 
by all the residents had been 
spent but not as set out under 
the lease. 

The tribunal was also told of 
a county court case between 
the companies, and heard that 
Mr Heal felt his company was 
caught in the middle as its 

-lease with Mr Newton obliged 
it to pass on such costs to the 

The county court ordered Westlea Holdings to 
pay £10,292.84 to Coxley Developments, plus 
£9,512.69 to cover the claimant's costs, a total of 
£19,805.53. 

The court judgment by District Judge Ruther­
ford noted that the lease between the two com­
panies "was not well drawn", particularly since 
it appeared to include an "unfair arrangement" 
making the residents of the flats "liable for the 
insurance on commercial properties below 
them". . 

residents of the flats. 
Mr Heal was asked if the 

insurance costs passed on 
might cover not just the flats 
but other properties, as the 
reinstatement cost was put at 
£7 million. He said Mr New­
ton's fIrm had not provided 
details, adding: "We've con­
tested every element of the in­
surance." 

Bringing the case were ac­
countant Sara Beal, 25; insur­
ance broker Kevin Jackson, 30; 
fInancial controller David 
Lainton, 28; and estate agent 
Stuart Nash, 29. They were 
represented by David Sillitoe 
of leasehold dispute special· 
ists, the Service Charge Com­
pany. 

Barrister James Pearce­
Smith represented Westlea 
Holdings. 

Closing the hearing, chair­
man Andrew Cresswell, sitting 
with John McAllister and Tim 
Dickinson, said the ruling 
would be issued "in weeks 
rather than in days". 

11Ie Pyramid Stage _0 from high above 

Festival bj
 
Glastonbury was seen in a new 
light when it appeared on our 
screens last Sunday. 

The BBC series, Britain From 
Above, hosted by Andrew Marr, 
showed Glastonbury Festival from 
a different angle as he flew over the 
Worthy Farm site in a Tiger Moth. 

The spectacular views ofthe fest­
ival were shot in June and Mid 
Somerset News & Media photo­
grapher Jason Bryant captured 
some of the images from the 
series. 


